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1 Warm up

In 1136, a man called Geoffrey of Monmouth recorded this story in his book, "The History of the

Kings of Britain". Read the story and answer the questions.

In the 5th century, two groups of people, the Saxons and the British, were in the middle

of a terrible war. During a peace meeting on Salisbury Plain, the Saxons killed many

British men. A few years later, the British won a major battle against the Saxons. They

wanted to build something on Salisbury Plain to remember the British men who had been

killed at the peace meeting.

They asked for advice from the wizard Merlin, who told them about an amazing circle of

huge stones in the west, called the Giants’ Dance. Merlin and one of the leaders went

west with many men to find the stone circle. Then they transported the stones by land

and sea to Salisbury Plain and rebuilt the circle there. Their leaders were buried there

when they died. One of them was the father of the famous King Arthur.

1. Have you heard of Merlin and Arthur before?

2. Which parts of this story do you think could be true?

3. How can we find out about what happened in the past?
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2 Listening

Listen to a news report about a recent discovery and choose the best summary:

1. Geoffrey’s story is true. Scientists think that Merlin and a group of British men moved a stone

circle from Wales to Salisbury Plain in the 5th century.

2. Geoffrey’s story could be partly true. Scientists think that some of the stones at Stonehenge came

from a very old stone circle in Wales, and then someone moved them to Salisbury Plain.

3. Geoffrey’s story can’t be true. Scientists have discovered that the stones at Stonehenge came

directly to Salisbury Plain and were never part of a stone circle.

4. Geoffrey’s story can’t be true. Scientists have discovered that the stones at Stonehenge actually

came from a place near Salisbury Plain.

3 Vocabulary

Match these words from the report with their meanings.

Group 1

1. archaeologists a. a building that helps people remember the past

2. dig b. make a hole in the ground

3. monument c. not new, used before by another person or people

4. quarries d. part of something that continues to exist after the other parts have

gone

5. remains e. places where people remove big pieces of stone from the ground

to use for building or art

6. second-hand f. scientists who try to understand how people lived in the past by

looking at the objects they made and the places they lived

Group 2

1. encouraging a. a person who studies the past using written records

2. feature b. a story about a hero which may be partly true

3. historian c. a typical quality of something, for example what it looks like or

how it is made

4. legend d. making you feel confident or hopeful that you will be successful

5. made up e. not true, invented or created from imagination

6. prove f. to show that something is true
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Answer these questions.

1. Have you ever bought anything second-hand?

2. Would you rather be an archaeologist or a historian?

3. Are you good at making up stories?

4. Can you think of another monument (from the UK or your country) that is famous around the

world?

5. Besides archaeology, why do people dig in the ground?

4 Listen for detail

Read the sentences and decide if they are true or false, according to the report. Listen again to check.

1. Archaeologists have just found a stone circle in Wales, 150 km away from Stonehenge.

2. There are two types of stones in Stonehenge.

3. It’s a new discovery that the bluestone came from Wales.

4. The bluestone quarries are close to the stone circle that archaeologists have just found.

5. The stone circle that archaeologists found is smaller than Stonehenge.

6. The stones in the circle in Wales had the same shape as the ones at Stonehenge.

7. Mike Parker Pearson was surprised that the bluestones came from a stone circle.

8. Now we understand everything about Stonehenge.
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5 Language point

A collocation is two words which we often use together. Write these words in the second column in

the table to make adjective + noun collocations from the report.

big / famous / funny / important / recent / top

another adjective adjective from the

report

noun refers to

1 2 attraction 3

4 5 discovery 6

7 8 feeling 9

10 11 features 12

13 14 legend 15

16 17 question 18

Can you remember what each collocation refers to? Make a note in the column on the right.

Which nouns do these adjectives best collocate with? Add them to the column on the left. Write one

adjective for each noun.

ancient / basic / key / latest / must-see / strong

Complete these sentences with an adjective and some true information.

Everyone in my country knows the .............. legend about ................

I’ve got a ............ feeling about .................

One of the ............ attractions in my country is ............

One of the ............... features of the English language is .............

The ......... question about the future is: ..............................

There have been many reports of ............. discoveries about .........
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6 Final activity

Choose one of these options: a discussion task or a picture description task.

Discussion task: answer the questions in pairs or small groups.

1. Why are cultural heroes like King Arthur important?

2. What can historians and archaeologists learn from studying the past? How does this information

affect us today?

3. Would you like to visit Stonehenge? Why/not?

4. What’s the most famous archaeological site or discovery in your country?

5. Mike Parker Pearson decided to dig in one location because he had a funny feeling that he would

find something there, despite the results of the scientific tests. Can you think of anyone who has

done something similar? Have you?

Picture description task: describewhat you see in these twophotos of different people at Stonehenge

and answer the questions

1. What do you think might be happening in each picture?

2. How are the photos the same and how are they different?

3. How do you think people should behave in places like Stonehenge?
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